Current Pacemaker Therapy Surgical consideration involving leads and lead placement.
The implantable pacemaker, like the telephone, has evolved from a rather straightforward device, which offered virtually no choice to its early users, to a highly complex system embodying a number of choices, many of which must be made at the outset because they affect the performance of the system throughout its lifetime. The most important of these choices, is, of course, selection of the mode of pacing and its relationship to the underlying arrythmia. These considerations are discussed in considerable detail in Dr Nora Goldschlager's article on electrophysiology, and will not be repeated. The focus of this discussion will be on surgical techniques of implantation, particularly as related to the evolution of the modern lead system.